ALCUIN   OF   YORK.

Not unnaturally, the Life, written in and for
a French monastery, does not give details of the
Northumbrian origin of Alcuin. It makes only
the statement usual in such biographies^ that he
sprang from a noble Anglian family. Curiously
enough. we get such further details as we have
from a Life of St. TTillibrord written by Alcuin
himself at the request of Archbishop Beornrad of
Sens, who was Abbat of Epternach, a monastery
of Wfflibrord's, from 777 to 797.

"There was/' he writes, "in the province of
Northumbrian a father of a family, by race Saxon,
by name Wilgils^ who lived a religious life with
his wife and all his house. He had given up the
secular life and entered upon the life of a monk;
and when spiritual fervour increased in him he
lived solitary 6*n the promontory which is girt by
the ocean and the river Humber (Spurn Point)1,
Here he lived long in fasting and prayer in a little
oratory dedicated to St. Andrew2 the Apostle;
he worked miracles; his name became celebrated.
T>owds of people consulted him; he comforted
them with the most sweet admonitions of the

1 It appears to be impossible to identify the site of the
cell of TVilgils. The local idea is that Ealnsea may be the
place. But then the local idea is that Ealnsea means "the
cell by the sea*'.

3 The church of St. Andrew in Borne was the first church
which Wilfrith in his youth visited on his first appearance
in that city. It was on the altar of that church that he
first saw a^ magnificent copy of the Gospels, which so fired
his enthusiasm that he had a similar copy made, written in
letters of gold on purple parchment and adorned with gems,
for his church at Ripon. His great church at Hesham, the
finest church north of the Alps, he dedicated to St. Andrew,
and the dedication thus became a favourite one in North*
umbria. See my Theodore and Wilfrith, p. 17.